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who threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process. I also prohibited transactions
or dealings by United States persons in such
property. On August 20, 1998, by Executive
Order 13099, I identified four additional per-
sons, including Usama bin Ladin, who threat-
en to disrupt the Middle East peace process.
I have annually transmitted notices of the
continuation of this national emergency to
the Congress and the Federal Register. Last
year’s notice of continuation was published
in the Federal Register on January 22, 1999.
Because terrorist activities continue to
threaten the Middle East peace process and
vital interests of the United States in the
Middle East, the national emergency de-
clared on January 23, 1995, and the measures
that took effect on January 24, 1995, to deal
with that emergency must continue in effect
beyond January 23, 2000. Therefore, in ac-
cordance with section 202(d) of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am
continuing the national emergency with re-
spect to foreign terrorists who threaten to
disrupt the Middle East peace process.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 19, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:18 a.m., January 20, 2000]

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on January 20, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 21.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Terrorists Who Threaten
To Disrupt the Middle East Peace
Process
January 19, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for

the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to grave
acts of violence committed by foreign terror-
ists that disrupt the Middle East peace proc-
ess is to continue in effect beyond January
23, 2000, to the Federal Register for publica-
tion. The most recent notice continuing this
emergency was published in the Federal Reg-
ister on January 22, 1999.

The crisis with respect to the grave acts
of violence committed by foreign terrorists
that threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process that led to the declaration on
January 23, 1995, of a national emergency
has not been resolved. Terrorist groups con-
tinue to engage in activities with the purpose
or effect of threatening the Middle East
peace process, and which are hostile to
United States interests in the region.

Such actions threaten vital interests of the
national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States. On August 20,
1998, I identified four additional persons, in-
cluding Usama bin Ladin, who threaten to
disrupt the Middle East peace process. For
these reasons, I have determined that it is
necessary to maintain in force the broad au-
thorities necessary to deny any financial sup-
port from the United States for foreign ter-
rorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 20.
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Proclamation 7269—National
Biotechnology Month, 2000
January 19, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we stand at the dawn of a new century,

we recognize the enormous potential that
biotechnology holds for improving the qual-
ity of life here in the United States and
around the world. These technologies, which
draw on our understanding of the life
sciences to develop products and solve prob-
lems, are progressing at an exponential rate
and promise to make unprecedented con-
tributions to public health and safety, a clean-
er environment, and economic prosperity.

Today, a third of all new medicines in de-
velopment are based on biotechnology. De-
signed to attack the underlying cause of an
illness, not just its symptoms, these medi-
cines have tremendous potential to provide
not only more effective treatments, but also
cures. With improved understanding of cel-
lular and genetic processes, scientists have
opened exciting new avenues of research into
treatments for devastating diseases—like
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s, diabetes, heart
disease, AIDS, and cancer—that affect mil-
lions of Americans. Biotechnology has also
given us several new vaccines, including one
for rotavirus, now being tested clinically, that
could eradicate an illness responsible for the
deaths of more than 800,000 infants and chil-
dren each year.

The impact of biotechnology is far-reach-
ing. Bioremediation technologies are clean-
ing our environment by removing toxic sub-
stances from contaminated soils and ground
water. Agricultural biotechnology reduces
our dependence on pesticides. Manufac-
turing processes based on biotechnology
make it possible to produce paper and
chemicals with less energy, less pollution,
and less waste. Forensic technologies based
on our growing knowledge of DNA help us
exonerate the innocent and bring criminals
to justice.

The biotechnology industry is also improv-
ing lives through its substantial economic im-
pact. Biotechnology has stimulated the cre-

ation and growth of small businesses, gen-
erated new jobs, and encouraged agricultural
and industrial innovation. The industry cur-
rently employs more than 150,000 people
and invests nearly $10 billion a year on re-
search and development.

Recognizing the extraordinary promise
and benefits of this enterprise, my Adminis-
tration has pursued policies to foster bio-
technology innovations as expeditiously and
prudently as possible. We have supported
steady increases in funding for basic scientific
research at the National Institutes of Health
and other science agencies; accelerated the
process for approving new medicines to
make them available as quickly and safely as
possible; encouraged private-sector research
investment and small business development
through tax incentives and the Small Busi-
ness Innovation Research program; pro-
moted intellectual property protection and
open international markets for biotechnology
inventions and products; and developed pub-
lic databases that enable scientists to coordi-
nate their efforts in an enterprise that has
become one of the world’s finest examples
of partnership among university-based re-
searchers, government, and private industry.

Remarkable as its achievements have
been, the biotechnology enterprise is still in
its infancy. We will reap even greater bene-
fits as long as we sustain the intellectual part-
nership and public confidence that have
moved biotechnology forward thus far. We
must strengthen our efforts to improve
science education for all Americans and pre-
serve and promote the freedom of scientific
inquiry. We must protect patients from the
misuse or abuse of sensitive medical informa-
tion and provide Federal regulatory agencies
with sufficient resources to maintain sound,
science-based review and regulation of bio-
technology products. And we must strive to
ensure that science-based regulatory pro-
grams worldwide promote public safety, earn
public confidence, and guarantee fair and
open international markets.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 2000 as
National Biotechnology Month. I call upon
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